BRIEF CODE for experiments involving human participants

Approval from an appropriate research ethics committee is needed.

Research which requires ethical approval must, in no circumstances, commence without this approval having been obtained, nor deviate from the agreed procedure

Participants of research should give informed consent, normally in writing, to take part in the research. Informed consent generally requires the participant to
i) be aware that participation is voluntary and they may withdraw at any time; 
ii) understand that not participating or withdrawing will have no detrimental effect; 
iii) be asked to participate without undue pressure; and, 

iv) understand they may ask questions and receive answers regarding their participation.  

In circumstances where the participant is legally incapable of providing consent or is a minor, the researchers should:
i) explain the research and the participants’ role and requirements
ii) seek the participant’s agreement
iii) obtain consent from the participants' legal guardian 

Deception should not be used unless integral to the research and is justified by a significant scientific advance arising from the research.  

If deception is used, researchers should inform participants about the deception as soon as possible after their participation in the study and not later than at the conclusion of the data collection.  At that time, participants should be given the opportunity to withdraw their data.

Observational studies may be conducted in naturalistic settings where the 'participants' are unaware that an investigation is taking place. Before conducting unobtrusive observational studies it is essential to undertake an assessment of the extent to which human dignity may be jeopardised and that threat must be weighed against the value of the study.

Participants should not be offered undue financial or other inducements, over and above their expenses, to participate in a study.

Researchers must ensure the confidentiality of personal information relating to the participants in research, and that the research fulfils any related legal requirements.

Intrusion into the privacy of research participants should be kept to a minimum. Every attempt, therefore, should be made to collect sufficiently comprehensive data in a single interview, where possible. 

Lead investigator

Title of study

Description of study

Who will participants be?

What incentive will they be offered?

What will they do?

What records will be kept?

What negative effects might result from in your research?

	
	none
	minimal
	more than minimal
	Unsure

	Physical?
	
	
	
	

	Emotional?
	
	
	
	

	- immediate?
	
	
	
	

	- long term?
	
	
	
	

	Social?
	
	
	
	

	- reputation, 
	
	
	
	

	- credibility, etc
	
	
	
	

	- relationships
	
	
	
	

	Other?
	
	
	
	


For any responses other than ‘none’ above, indicate below what safeguards you will use to eliminate of reduce the risks.
	Have plans been made to ensure informed consent in accordance with the ‘brief code’?
	yes
	no

	If ‘yes’ , please attach protocol


	If deception is involved, have plans been made to ensure conformity with the ‘brief code’?
	yes
	no
	n/a

	If ‘yes’ , please summarise




	If observation without consent is involved, have plans been made to ensure conformity with the ‘brief code’?
	yes
	no
	n/a

	If ‘yes’ , please summarise




	Have plans been made to that data protection requirements are fulfilled?
	yes
	no

	If ‘yes’ , please attach protocol




Signed        ________________________________      Lead investigator

Signed        ________________________________      for HUMAINE
Informed consent

We should develop a form of words for Humaine participants to use for a fairly standard experiment.  We also need consent to store the data and use it for research. We might envisage something along the following lines.

I have been briefed on the study I will participate in.

I understand that the study may involve some emotional arousal. 

That may lead to moderate physiological changes (such as raised heart rate) or negative feelings. 
I understand that I will always be able to stop the exercise if I am uncomfortable with it.

I am not aware of having any condition that might make it dangerous to undertake that kind of exercise – such as heart or circulatory problems, mental illness, epilepsy or any other.

I agree that the experiment can be recorded, and the data can be stored and used for scientific research and in presentations in scientific meetings and conferences.


Signed ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________
Date     ____________________________

Protocol used for explaining ‘Badmouth’ study

Goal

The goal is to get as many extreme facial, gestural and speech (content- and intonationwise) expressions as possible in order to generate ideas for a really amusing, provoking and fun agent for the mobile phone. The expressions will be both praise and nasty comments about movie stars. 

A secondary goal is to collect this data in several countries in order to compare expressions. 

Set up

The study will be done in people’s homes rather than in a lab environment. The setting should be relaxed and fun. It is not a controlled study to find “natural” data but instead a construed situation in order to collect somewhat over-exaggerated expressions. The experimental leader is therefore allowed to participate, and even provoke the situation rather than taking the normal backseat role. 

The participants will be typically be given some food and be seated in a sofa with a set of 10 pictures of movie stars in front of them. Cameras will be catching the whole group as well as some of the individuals faces and torso. 

We aim to keep going about ½ - 1 hour. The discussion should be allowed to flow back and forth as we please. Whenever there seems to be less interaction, a new picture from the pile of celebrities is picked. 

Movie stars

As we aim to do this study in several different countries, it is important to find a conversation topic that works internationally as well as being able to trigger strong expressions. Hollywood movies is one of those topics spread over the whole world where most have strong opinions – and also differing opinions. We have decided to pick both male and female movie stars, both loved “hunks”, hated weirdo’s, over-used actresses, and those we love to hate. We do not want to restrict the conversation to these – as long as we get interesting conversations we shall let it continue freely. 

Schedule

The experimental leader will first explain the whole set-up. Here there is no reason to hide anything but really explain that we are looking for strong expressions and gestures. We believe that it is crucial that the leader is enthusiastic and shows that this is just for fun in order to generate input to a design process – it is not their individual behaviour that matters but ideas that can be used in design. 

We then ask participants for permission to use the collected videos and possible show them to others. They can accept at three different levels: to be taped and where the tape can be shown to anyone, to be taped and the video is only used by Katherine, Kia, Petra and Anna, or to only be taped in the overall video-picture but not in an individual video-recording of face and torso. 

After the study, participants will also be given a chance to ask to be removed from the study. 
